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continued incompetence of the English Navy
had combined to make the war situation so
unfavourable that Godolphin expected the
Government would be torn to pieces. Further
fuel was added to the flames of Marlborough's ire
because the Dutch failed to give effect to their
promise to cease trade with France, and, while
the Whigs sniffed at his operations, his wife
continued to advocate their wider representation
in the Cabinet. In all the circumstances it was
not so surprising that he spoke ofcc retiring from
these uneasy and troublesome broils " as that he
was persuaded to retain his command without
any reconstruction of the Cabinet. But his
patience proved wise, for the High Tories pro-
voked Anne personally and in the course of the
following year she dismissed their representatives
in the Cabinet, although as yet no more Whigs
entered the Government.